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SIEGE 


OF  THE 

HAVANA. 

May  iyth9  1762. 

THE  fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir 

George  Pocock.  Knight  of  the 

Bath,  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  &c.- 

confiding  of  nineteen  (hips  of  the  line, 

about  18  frigates,  (loops,  bomb-veflels,  with 

near  150  tranfports,  having  on  board  about 

10,000  troops  under  the  command  of  the 

Earl  of  Albemarle  Lieutenant  General,  &c. 
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Thefc  left  Cape  Nicolas  on  the  north- well 
of  Hifpaniola  this  day.  —The  plan  being  fet¬ 
tled,  and  all  orders  diftributed  for  the  fail¬ 
ing  of  this  great  fleet  in  feven  divifions, 
through  the  old  ftreights  of  the  Bahama  •,  an 
undertaking  far  fupenor  to  any  thing  we 
know  of  in  our  times,  or  read  of  in  the 
pafl",  as  few  Ihips  care  to  go  through  this 
p adage  at  any  time,  much  lefs  fuch  a  fleet, 
d.eftitute  of  pilots  that  profeffed  any  know* 
ledge  of  it,  and  almolt  of  any  information 
of  thepaflage  that  could  be  relied  on.  Yet 
the  Admiral  feeling  the  importance  of  the 
time,  this  p adage  would  fave,  and  anima¬ 
ted  by  a  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  King  and 
country,  perfued  his  plan  with  that  chear- 
fulnefs,  coolnefs,  and  intrepidity  which  is 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  with  which  he  has 
ever  fuccefsfully  executed  every  commidion 
committed  to  his  truft  -y  frigates,  fmafler 
veflels,  and  even  the  great  Ihip’s  boats  were 
fent  a-head,  and  fo  diftributed  on  both 
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Shores,  with  fuch  proper  and  well  adapted 
Signals  for  day  and  night,  that  not  only  re¬ 
conciled  every  one  to  the  dangers  and  rifk 
of  fo  hazardous  an  undertaking,  but  al- 
moft  enfured  our  fuccefs.  We  were  often 
in  fight  of  the  keys  or  Ihoals  on  each  fide. 

June  2d. 

The  Alarm  frigate  chaced,  and  in  fight 
of  the  fleet  took  a  Spanilh  frigate  of  24 
Guns,  called  the  Thetis,  and  a  fmaller  vef- 
felof  18  guns:  both  engaged  him  for  near 
half  an  hour.  A  brig  and  a  fchooner  were 
^lfo  taken  that  were  of  their  company,  and 
had  failed  from  the  Havana  ten  days  before 
for  timber  for  the  King,  from  a  fmall  port 
on  the  coaft. — By  thefe  we  learned  the  ftate 
of  fecurity  the  Havana  was  in,  the  Spa- 
niards  not  even  knowing  of  the  de¬ 
claration  of  war,  and  we  alfo  learned  that 
1 4  fail  of  men-of-war  of  the  line  lay  there, 
fome  of  which  were  ready  for  the  fea. 

June 


( s ; 


June  5th  and  6th.’ 

The  5th  we  found  we  were  clear  of  the 
Streights,  and  the  6th  were  off  the  Puerto  de 
Terrara,  about  36  miles  to  the  windward 
of  the  Havana.  A  frigate  was  fent  with 
Colonels  Carlton  and  Howe  to  reconnoitre 
the  coaft  for  landing.  The  Admiral  hav¬ 
ing  fettled  the  difpofition,  left  that  depart¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  the  covering  of  the  fiege  of 
Morro-Caftle ,  to  Commodore  Kepple  with 

his  divifion  from  whofe  abilities  and  allert- 

■ 

nefs  he  had  every  thing  to  expedb.-  The 
Admiral  went  himfelf  with  the  red:  of  the 
fleet  off  the  harbour,  to  block  up  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fhips,  and  in  order  the  more  effedbual- 

• 

ly  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  that 
way,  took  with  him  all  the  vidbualling-fhips, 
flore-fhips,  and  tranfports,  whofe  troops 
had  over  night  been  put  in  thofe  men  of 
y^ar  appointed  for  covering  the  landing. 

(  * j  •  ».  -  •»  ,  hi*.,  4  *  ■  * '  *  .  1  h.  j, 
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June  7  th. 

-  - 

The  troops  were  in  the  flat  and  other 
boats  at  day- light;  but  as  the  winds  and 
currents  had  ftragled  the  tranfports,  it  was 
near  feven  before  they  were  colle&ed,  and 
about  nine,  when  Captain  Hervey,  of  the 
Dragon,  (who  was  appointed  to  command 
the  landing)  made  the  flgnal  from  his  boat 
for  the  defcent,  which  was  effected  with 
great  regularity,  and  without  any  lofs,  on  a 
little  fandy  beach  between  the  rivers  of  Bo - 
conao  and  Cojimar .  The  enemy  having  made 
a  feint  appearance  of  defending  themfelves 
from  a  fmall  breaftwork  thrown  up  by  an  old 
tower  at  the  entrance  of  Boconao  Riverfbut 
were  foon  difperfed  by  the  fire  from  the  Mer~ 
cury  and  Bonetta ,  that  were  anchored  clofe 
to  the  lhore  by  Commodore  Keppel  for  that 
purpofe.  The  army  were  moftly  on  fhore 
by  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  we  were  ad¬ 
vancing  along  the  beach  towards  the  Morro> 

then 
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then  about  five  miles  off,  with  a  thick  wood 
on  our  left,  and  the  fea  on  our  right :  but 
finding  the  pafs  over  the  river  Cojimar  was  obr 
ftru&ed  by  the  caftle  of  that  name,  which 
is  an  old,  fquare  Hone  fortrefs,  with  about 
ten  guns,  that  commanded  the  pafs  of  that 
river,  on  whofe  banks  is  a  breaftwork  to 
the  caftle,  lined  with  fome  pieces  of  ca¬ 
non  alfo  *,  and  where  appeared  about  600 
men  in  arms  to  defend  it.  The  army  halt¬ 
ed  ’till  the  Dragon  went  in,  and  anchored  fo 
near  as  to  filence  it  in  lefs  than  an  hour, 
and  Captain  Hervey  landed  with  his  marines 
and  took  poflefiion  of  it :  the  army  then  im- 
mediately  pafied  the  river,  and  advanced 
within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  the  Moro , 
laying  upon  their  arms  that  night,  with  very 
heavy  rains ;  part  of  them  marched  along 
the  river,  and  returned  again. 


June  8th. 

General  Elliot  took  pofieflion  of  the  town 
©f  GtrANAMAeoA,  fituated  in  a  fine  open 

country. 
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country,  about  three  miles  from  the  har¬ 
bour,  and  about  eight  miles  round  it  from 
the  Havana  ;  having  put  to  flight  fome 
of  the  enemy’s  horfe  and  foot,  that  were 
inclined  to  defend  it. — Lord  Albemarle,  with 
that  part  of  the  army  intended  for  the  fiege 
of  the  Morro,  kept  along  the  coaft  with 
parties  that  had  penetrated  into  the  woods,' 
and  through  which  they  got  fo  near  the  caftlc 

.w 

of  the  Morro  as  for  the  engineers  to  mark 
the  ground  for  the  attack  of  it.  The  Ad¬ 
miral  was  off  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
where  the  enemy  had  fixed  a  boomb,  and 
and  was  preparing  three  large  fhips  to  fink 
in  the  paffage. 

June  9th. 

The  enemy  had  already  funk  two  very 
large  men  of  war,  and  was  preparing  a 
third.  Many  people  were  at  work  at  the 
Morro,  which  fort  appeared  a  very  irregu¬ 
lar  fortification  towards  the  fea,  but  not  fo 
to  the  land ,  built  on  a  rock  that  was  fcarp- 

ed 
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ed  1 8  or  20  feet  down,  and  had  many  fali* 
ant  angles  heaped  with  cannon  en  barbette. 
The  eaft  fide  is  regular,  with  a  deep  ditch, 
and  the  glacis  continued  by  an  artificial  one 
to  the  cliffs  on  the  fea-fide.— On  the  whole,  it 
appeared  poffible  to  be  attacked  (though 
with  fome  difadvantage)  by  the  fea,  provi'd- 
ino-  the  fhips  were  not  expofed  to  the  fire  of 
the  puntal-fort  and  batteries  on  the  weftern 
•  fide,  and  that  fuch  a  diverfion  from  the 
fhips  would  facilitate  our  approaches.  We 
began  to  encamp  along  the  fhore,  between, 
Cojimar  and  the  Mono,  having  a  thick  wood 
between  us  and  the  foot  of  the  glacis  of  the 
Morro. 

June  10th. 

Numbers  of  oxen  and  horfes  were 
brought  in  from  Guammacoa  fide,  which  af¬ 
forded  a  pleafmg  profpeft  of  fupplies  of 
that  kind :  fome  light  canon,  {tores,  and 
provifions,  began  to  be  landed. 

The 


The  enemy  had  funk  a  third  man  of  war 
in  the  entrance  of  their  port  j  and  the  Ad¬ 
miral  lent  two  fhips  againlt  a  fmall  caftle  at 
the  entrance  of  Chorea-river ,  which  was  foon 
reduced,  and  gave  our  fhips  a  fine  watering- 
s  place,  where  part  of  the  marines  were  land¬ 
ed  for  its  fecurity. 

June  nth. 

Colonel  Carlton  attacked  and  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  heights  of  the  Cavannas , 
where  the  enemy  had  cleared  away  fome 
ground,  intending  a  redoubt.  As  thefe 
heights  partly  commanded  the  Mcrro ,  but 
entirely  the  town  and  harbour ;  this  attack 
was  cond u£ted  with  that  fkill  and  bravery, 
which  Colonel  Carlton  has  manifeihed  on 
many  occafions,  and  the  lofs  he  had  in  the 
attack  is  fcarce  to  be  mentioned. 


June  1 2th. 

Two  hoetzers  were  getting  on  the  Cavan¬ 
nas  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  ihipping  from 

C  placing 
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placing  themfelves  to  annoy  our  working 
parties.  Some  ftraglers  of  the  enemy’s  dra¬ 
goons,  and  mounted  peafants,  lurked  about 

the  woods,  and  took  feveral  feamen  belong¬ 
ing  to  our  tranfports,  who  were  plundering 

and  maroding,  and  which  no  orders  or 
threats  could  prevent.  Heavy  cannon  were 
landing  to-day,  and  heavy  work  it  was  to 
get  them  over  the  rocky  fhore. 


June  13  th. 

The  marines  were  moftly  fent  down  to  the 
Admiral,  who  had  anchored  off  Chorera  with 
the  (hips.  The  feamen  were  employed  in 
cutting  us  a  road  through  the  woods,  mak¬ 


ing  fafcines  and  in  getting  cannon  and  (lores 


alhore. 


June  14th. 

Colonel  Howe  was  fent  down  to  Chorera 

* 

fide,  with  about  1800  men,  to  pod  them¬ 
felves  on  that  fide  of  the  town  in  order  to 
divert  the  enemy  on  that  fide,  to  cut  ofl 

their 
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their  communication  with  the  country,  and 
to  turn  the  courfe  of  fome  rivers  that  went 
into  the  town. 

June  15th. 

Col.  Carlton,  with  Capt.  Elphinfton,  were 
fent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  deliver  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  governor  ;  but  he  refuflng  to  let 
thofe  officers  deliver  it  in  perfon,  they  re¬ 
turned  :  but  it  was  delivered  the  next  day. 
— Several  mortars  came  on  fliore.  The 
hoetzers  were  mounted  ;  and  the  enemy 
being  quiet,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to 
draw  their  fire  on  our  working  men,  whofe 
operations  were  much  retarded  by  the  con¬ 
tinual  rains. 


June  16,  1 7,  18,  and  19th. 

Thefe  days  the  rains  were  not  fo  heavy, 
nor  fo  continued,  and  the  batteries  went  on; 
though  want  of  earth  was  a  great  retard- 
ment.*The  feamen  were  landing  the  cannon 
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and  (lores ;  and  our  people  worked  fo  labo¬ 
riously  that  it  Sometimes  cofb  us  two  or 
three  men  a-day,  who  died  on  the  Spot  from 
mere  heat  and  fatigue. 

June  20th. 

The  enemy  opened  fome  more  embrafures 
on  one  of  the  baftions  of  the  Morro ,  from 
which  they  fifed  grape-fhop,  and  much  an¬ 
noyed  our  people  in  the  woods.  The  de¬ 
tachment  with  Gen.  Elliot,  at  Guanamacoa , 
made  fome  excurfions  about  the  country, 
but  to  little  efFed,  as  the  enemy  would  ne¬ 
ver  Suffer  them  to  come  near. 

June  21,  22,  23,  cmdiAfti. 

The  armv  was  obliged  to  be  fupplied 
with  water  from  the  Ships  for  want  of  rains, 
which  'was  a  great  diilrefs  to  us  as  well  as 
great  labour  to  the  navy.— A  bomb-battery 
down  by  the  Sea- fide  was  opened  the  2  2d 
with  great  fuccefs  on  the  Mono ,  having 

three 


three  mortars  and  twenty  royals  that  kept 
a  continual  firing  on  the  enemy  ;  and  was 
chiefly  intended  to  draw  the  enemy’s  fire 
from  the  workmen  at  the  battery. —Ano¬ 
ther  battery  of  four  pieces  of  cannon  on  our 
left  was  propofed  by  our  engineer ;  and  the 
hoetzers  were  fired  the  24th  againfl:  the 
flups  in  the  harbour,  which  obliged  them 
to  remove  next  day. 

June  25,  26,  and  27th. 

As  General  Keppel,  who  commanded  the 
fiege,  had  confented  to  another  battery  of 
four  guns  ;  the  great  one  was  not  to  be 
opened  till  the  other  was  ready. — Orders 
were  given  by  the  Admiral  to  prepare  the 
Cambridge  of  80  guns,  the  Dragon  of  74, 
and  Marlborough  of  74,  to  go  againfl  the 
Morro  •,  and  the  Stirling  Caftle  of  70,  to  be 
under  fail  to  cover  the  anchoring  of  thofe 
fliips  :  thefe  were  ordered  to  be  under  the 

di- 
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dire&ions  of  Captain  Hervey,  who  had  of¬ 
fered  himfelf  on  this  occafion,  Major  Mo- 
neypenny  who  commanded  fome  light  in¬ 
fantry  furprized  about  60  or  y  oof  the  ene¬ 
my’s  horfe,  and  took  them  prifoners. 

June  28th. 

The  batteries  employed  every  one’s  atten¬ 
tion.  The  cannon  were  drawing  up  through 
the  woods  towards  them,  and  others  mount¬ 
ing  on  the  firft. — The  Defiance,  and  Hamp- 
ton-court  rrien  of  war  were  cruifing  to  the 
weftward  of  the  Havana  to  reconnoitre  the 
coaft,  and  took  a  Spanilh  frigate  of  24  guns 
called  the  Vengeance ,  and  a  fnow  of  1 8  guns 
called  the  Mars  belonging  to  the  king,  that 
were  at  anchor  in  the  port  Mariel ,  which 
port  proved  a  very  fine  one,  on  a  furvey  that 
the  Admiral  dire&ed  to  be  made  of  it. 

June  29th. 

The  enemy  threw  over  in  boats  about 

600 
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6oo  men  from  the  Havana  with  intent  to 
furprize  and  burn  our  batteries  *  but  they 
were  gallantly,  and  with  little  lofs  on  our 
fide  repulfed  by  our  guards  and  working 
parties,  leaving  about  220  killed,  wound¬ 
ed,  and  taken  prifoners:  they  were  moftly 
Mulatos  and  Negros,  with  fome  feaman. 

June  30th. 

The  batteries,  were  ready  to  open,  and 
troops  ordered  to  be  under  arms  next  morn¬ 
ing  at  day-light.< — We  faw  the  Dragon ,  Cam- 
bridge ,  Marlborough  and  Stirling-Cajile  un¬ 
der  fail  fleering  towards  the  Morro . 

July  1  ft.  - 

At  day-light  we  opened  our  batteries, 

and  the  enemy  returned  a  very  fmart  fire. 
As  foon  as  rhe  lea-breeze  came  in  about 

feven  in  the  morning,  the  Cambridge ,  Dra¬ 
gon  and  Marlborough  ran  down  and  placed 
themfelves  clofe  to  the  Morrp-Cajlle.  The 
Stirling-Caftle ,  to  our  great  Surprize 

kept 
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kept  at  a  great  didance,  without  ever  en¬ 
deavouring  to  go  a-head  of  thofe  fhips,  or 
join  them,  the  three  (hips  continued  a  very- 

warm  fire  on  the  enemy,  and  gave  our 
batteries  an  uninterupted  opportunity  of 

demounting  mod  of  the  enemy’s  guns  to 
the  land,  their  attention  being  wholly  ta¬ 
ken  up  by  the  fhips,  whom  they  appeared 
determined  to  treat  as  their  advantage  per¬ 
mitted  them  i  for  about  noon  the  Cambridge 
and  Dragon  feemed  very  much  torn  to  pieces 
by  the  fort  that  was  too  high,  and  the 
Puntal  and  Town-Batteries  on  the  weftern 
ilde  who  kept  a  warm  fire  upon  them,  and 

>  *  '  k  V  ’  r  "  ,  '  '  l»  *  .  ■  T* 

the  (hells  endangered  the  fliips  fo  much, 
that  they  were  all  ordered  off  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  near  feven 
hours  of  the  hoted  fire  on  both  fides  I 
ever  faw.  The  Dragon  having  got  fo  near 
the  fort  lay  a-ground  mod  of  the  time  when 
the  tide  went  out.  The  Cambridge  was  fo 
(battered  that  had  not  the  Dragon  and  Marl - 
borough  remained  fome  time  longer  to  cover 

that 
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that  (hip’s  retreat,  (he  would  never  have 
got  off. 

Killed  and  wounded  in  the  Cambridge  95 

in  the  Dragon  53 

in  the  Marlborough  9 

Total  killed  ahd  wounded  157 

4 

This  great  lofs  was  much  augmented  by  that 
of  Capt.  Gooflree  of  the  Cambridge ,  killed  the 
firfl  of  the  a&ion,  and  is  a  real  one  to  his 
country  as  well  as  his  friends,  and  who 
would  otherwife  have  (hared  that  honour 
and  credit  which  thofe  two  gentlemen  have 
reaped,  who  fo  fortunately  and  happily  fur- 
vived  him. - Captain  Hervey  fent  Cap¬ 

tain  Lindfey  of  the  'Trent, ,  to  command  the 
Cambridge  *  and  that  young  officer’s  conduct 
and  bravery  in  the  continuance  of  the  en¬ 
gagement  fully  juflified  the  choice.  We 
continued  our  fire  from  the  batteries,  and 
brought  down  their  merlins  very  fad  :  but 
the  Morro  now  returning  to  us  kept  up  a  re- 
folute,  though  flower  fire  with  what  can- 

D  non 
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non  they  had  left,  having  great  advantage  . 
and  encouragement  from  their  garrifon  being 
conftantly  relieved  by  boats  from  the  town; 
and  which,  their  fituation  put  it  out  of  our 
power  to  prevent. 

July  zd. 

We  continued  our  fire  on  the  caftle  *,  but 
found  it  would  require  more  cannon  againft 
it. 

July  3d. 

The  great  battery  unfortunately  caught 
fire,  and  was  burnt  all  but  two  Qmbrafures, 
for  want  of  water  to  extinguifh  it.  Another 
of  three  32  pounders  was  immediately  pro- 
je£led,  and  guns  were  got  from  the  fhips 
for  that  purpofe,  and  even  an  encreafe  of 
batteries  was  found  necefifary. 

* 

July  4th. 

The  Mar.ro  was  now  found  to  be  tuffer 
work,  and  the  Spaniards  more  refolute  than 
was  at  Jirft  imagined.  Our  people  grew 

fatigued 
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fatigued  by  the  heat  and  hard  labour,  and 
the  want  of  v/ater  near  them  was  a  fen- 
fible  diftrefs,  and  the  difappointment  of  the 
Mono’s,  not  being  reduced  fo  fpeedily  as  at 
firffc  they  were  made  to  hope,  helped  to  de- 
prefs  the  fpirits  of  weak  and  low  minds, 
but  we  found  every  want  relieved,  and 
amply  made  up  for,  by  the  Admiral’s  at¬ 
tention  ;  not  only  to  fupply  every  article 
that  could  be  afked,  but  by  his  own  fagaci- 
ty  forefeeing,  and  his  precaution  providing, 
every  thing  we  could  want. —The  4000  men 
expedled  from  America  were  much  wifhed  for, 
and  much  wanted ;  but  even  this  the  Admi¬ 
ral  leffened  our  thoughts  of,  by  encamping 
feamen  with  us,  exclufive  of  every  other 

labour  the  Ihips  undertook  for  us. 

'  *  * 

July  5,  and  6th. 

»  \ 

400  Marines  were  brought  to  the  fiege  of 
the  Morro ,  from  Col.  Howe’s  party,  and  300 

D  2  feamen 
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feamen  landed  from  the  fliips.  The  men  in 
general  fell  down  with  fevers  and  fluxes,  but 
few  were  carried  off  by  them. — There  was  a 
demand  made  for  20,000  fand-bags-,  and 
feveral  working  tools  for  the  artillery-park : 
we  had  recourfe  again  to  the  men  of  war, 
who  fupplied  us  with  old  fails  and  bifcuit- 
bags,  which  they  made  into  bags  for  us.— 

Several  hundred  fquare  pieces  of  old  junk 
and  cordage  were  made  by  them  to  ferve  as 

mantlets. 

July  7th. 

There  was  but  little  fire  againft  the 
Mono  this  Day.  32  and  24  pounders  were 
getting  on  flnore  from  the  men-of-war,  for 
railing  four  other  batteries  ;  and  it  was 
now  hoped  the  engineers  and  artillery  gen¬ 
tlemen  would  follow  the  example  of  their 
fuperiors,  by  exerting  themfelves  with  fuch 
emulation  as  the  good  effects  might  foon 

be 
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be  felt.  General  Keppel  did  every  thing 
that  was  poffible  to  contribute  to  this  ef- 
fential  point,  though  he  was  much  wea¬ 
kened  by  illnefs  and  fatigue. 

% 

July  8,  and  9  th. 

Several  thoufand  fand-bags,  and  many 
hundred  mantelets,  came  on  fhore  from 
the  fleet. — The  four-gun-battery  on  our 
left  had  an  addition  of  two  guns,  and 
opened  with  fuccefs;  as  did  another  of  four 
32  pounders,  which  foon  flackened  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  and  reduced  the  mafonry- 
work  of  their  walls.  Every  one  was  now 
exerting  himfelf  in  his  different  ftation, 
and  with  fuch  zeal  as  gave  frefh  hopes  to 
our  undertaking,  notwithflanding  the  me¬ 
lancholy  fcene  of  the  infinite  numbers  of 
fick,  and  the  apprehenfions  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  hurricane-feafon.  Col.  Howe, 
whofe  activity  and  indefatigablenefs  was 
ever  attentive  and  watchful  every  where, 

pro- 
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propofcd  to  the  Admiral  a  battery  of  fea- 
mortars,  and  the  guns  of  one  of  the  men 
of  war  againfl  the  Puntal  from  an  eminence 
on  the  Chorera  fide.  This  propofalwas  im¬ 
mediately  agreed  to,  and  orders  given  for 
the  number  of  feamen  required  to  build 
thefe  batteries,  and  to  carry  every  neceffary 
up  to  them. 

July  io,  ii,  12. 

The  ioth  the  dire  of  the  enemy  was  ra¬ 
ther  fuperior  to  ours,  as  they  were  very 
hrifk  in  remounting  their  cannon,  and 
had  many  Oaves  at  work.  The  nth  and 
52th  we  were  getting  more  batteries  up. 
- — The  Jamaica  fleet  came  in  under  the 
convoy  of  Commodore  Douglas,  in  their 
way  to  England. 

July  13  th. 

We  opened  a  four- gun-battery  of  32 

pounders,  fought  by  feamen,  and  com¬ 
manded 
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manded  by  Capt.  Lindfey.  This  annoyed 
the  enemy  very  much,  and  a  more  con- 
flant  and  heavy  fire  was  kept  on  the  caftle 
than  had  ever  been.—  Our ficknefs  encrealed 
fo  much,  that  we  were  obliged  to  reduce 
our  out-guards,  and  contradl  our  own 
polls. 


July  14,  and  15th. 

Thefe  days  the  batteries  kept  a  continual 
fire  on  the  fort.  Our  powder  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  grew  fhort,  but  the  men  of  war 
fupplied  us  conftantly  with  all  kinds,  and 
were  employed  in  making  wadds,  filling 
cartridges  with  powder  for  us. — The  ditch 
of  the  Morro  was  reported  to  be  founded, 
and  found  to  be  entirely  cleared  of  the  rub- 
bifh  :  this  gave  us  an  idea  to  purchafe  cot¬ 
ton  bags  from  the  Jamaica  fleet,  which  was 
thought  would  help  to  fill  the  ditch  upon 
an  emergency,  or  in  the  room  of  wool-facks 
to  carry  on  our  approaches  on  the  glacis, 

as 
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as  we  were  to  work  all  above  ground.  We 
received  more  feamen  from  the  fleet,  ours 
falling  down  daily. 

July  16,  1 7,  and  18  th. 

Above  600  of  thefe  cotton  bags  were  pur- 
chafed  and  fent  on  fhore  to  the  flone-re- 
doubt  near  the  Morro.  But  upon  recon- 
noitering  the  ditch,  and  finding  it  70,  80, 
90  feet  deep,  and  above  40  broad,  the 
thoughts  of  filling  it  (otherwife  than  by  a 
mine)  was  found  impracticable ;  therefore 
miners  were  put  to  work:  many  were  collect¬ 
ed  from  the  men-of-war,  and  foon  buried 
themfelves  in  the  walls.  The  18th  the 
enemy  made  a  faliy  from  the  town,  on  Col. 
Howe’s  fide,  and,  by  furprizing  an  advanc¬ 
ed  guard,  fpiked  up  our  three-gun-battery  ; 
but  was  obliged  to  retreat  fo  precipitately, 
that  they  could  not  get  at  the  two  mortars. 

—They  carried  oft  a  fubaltern  officer  who 
had  the  guard  in  the  battery,  and  a  few 

men; 
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men,  but  thefe  guns  were  loon  blown  by 
the  gunner  of  the  Dragon,  and  plaid 
againft  the  town  immediately  again.  The 
Jamaica  fleet  failed  for  England  this  day. 

July  19,  20,  and  21ft. 

We  made  approaches  up  to  the  glacis, 
and  carried  on  a  fap  towards  the  coun- 
terfcarp.  -the  20th,  made  a  lodgment 
on  the  bread  of  the  glacis.— Got  poflef- 
hon  of  the  covered-way,  and  had  our 
miners  well  advanced  under  the  north- 
eaft  badion  of  the  fort.— received 
little  interruption  from  the  enemy  thefe 
days,  who  only  kept  a  few  markfmen  at 
work  with  their  mufquetry,  which  was 
returned  by  ours. 

July  2  2d. 

But  this  day  the  enemy  had  got  over 
about  1200  men  from  the  town,  and  at¬ 
tacked  our  advanced  pods  at  day- break ; 

E  but 
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but  as  they  were  difcovered  by  the  cen- 
tinels  and  the  alarm  given,  the  brigade 
on  duty,  under  brigadier  Carlton,  re¬ 
ceived  them  fo  warmly,  that  the  enemy 
(who  were  without  officers)  foon  gave 
way,  and  as  foon  were  drove  on  every 
fide  into  the  water,  and  to  their  boats 
that  had  remained.— Thefe  poor  wretches, 
compofed  of  militia-natives,  mulatos, 
negros,  and  fome  feamen,  left  above 
400  dead  upon  the  fpot,  many  wounded, 
and  about  70  prifoners.— A  great  can¬ 
nonading  fucceeded  their  defeat,  by 
which  we  loft  fome  few  men  that  had 
purfued  too  clofely,  and  too  openly. 
However  the  killed  and  wounded  on  our 
fide  were  too  few  to  mention  on  fuch  an 
occafion,  except  Brigadier  Carlton,  who 
was  wounded  by  a  fmall  ffiot  in  the  arm, 
which  broke  the  bone,  and  deprived  us 
of  the  ufe  of  that  fkilful  officer  at  a 

time  when  he  was  moft  wanted.— This 

party 
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party  of  the  enemy  behaved  with  great 
treachery,  afking  quarter,  feeming  to 
furrender  themfelves,  and  then  ftabbing 
our  officers  and  men  as  they  advanced  to 
receive  them.  A  flag  of  truce  was  fent 
in,  and  this  was  complained  of :  they 
took  the  opportunity  to  defire  to  bury 
their  dead,  which  was  granted. 

» 

July  23,  24,  25,  26,  and  27th. 

The  miners  went  on  uninterruptedly, 
and  added  another  chamber  or  two  *,  but 
our  people  were  now  fo  reduced  by  flck- 

nefs,  that  we  had  but  a  melancholy  prof- 

■  .  «  \ 

pe£t }  and  the  great  want  of  water, 
which,  as  it  was  fupplied  by  the  men  of 
war,  (who  were  themfelves  equally  re¬ 
duced)  made  it  very  tedious  to  fupply 
the  great  quantity  requifite  for  fuch 
numbers :  this,  together  with  the  great 
heats,  helped  very  much  to  dejeft  the 
people. 


The 
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The  returns  were  now  near  5000  men 
unfit  for  duty,  and  officers  more  in  com- 
parifon ;  and  the  fleet,  I  am  told,  had 

above  3000. - Neither  of  us  any  frelh 

provifions  to  nouriffi  recovering  men  -,  fo 
that  their  weaknefs  exceeded  their  firft 
diforder.  We  were  told  that  the  Admi¬ 
ral  had  found  out  a  very  fecure  harbour 
in  Martel  againft  the  approaching  hurri¬ 
cane  feafon,  and  only  fix  leagues  to  the 
leeward  of  us. 

July  28th  and  29th. 

At  day  light  the  28th  we  gave  an  alarm 
to  the  fort,  to  difcover  their  line  of  fire ; 
but  the  greateft  joy  was  given  to  the 
troops  by  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  North- 
American-Forces  under  the  convoy  of 
the  Intrepid,  a  64  gun  (hip,  though 
they  had  had  the  misfortune  in  the  paffi* 
age  through  the  old  Streights  to  have  a 

40 
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40  gun  fhip  of  war  and  fix  tranfports 
run  a-fhore  and  were  loft  *,  but  happily 
all  the  people  were  faved,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  on  thofe  keys;  for  whom  the  Admi¬ 
ral  dipatched  away  frigates  that  very 
morning. — 1400  men  under  'Brigadier 
Burton  were  landed  on  the  weftern  fide 
to  reinforce  thofe  polls  under  Col.  Howe, 
fcarce  able  before  from  ficknefs  to  de¬ 
fend  themfelves,  had  they  been  attacked 
regularly. 


July  30th. 

About  two  in  the  afternoon,  our 
mines  were  fuccefsfully  fprung  (one  only 
failed)  and  herein  Col.  Mackeller,  the 
chief  engineer  (hewed  great  (kill.  The 
enemy  either  did  not  imagine  it  had  ef- 
fe6t,  or  elfe  was  not  alert  enough  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  breach  made,  and  which 
Gen.  Keppel  ordered  immediatly  to  be 
ftormed.  Cur  people  entered  the  fort 

with 
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with  a  coolnefs  and  intrepidity,  that 
would  alone  have  daunted  a  more  re- 
folute  enemy,  and  perhaps  was  the  oc- 
cafion  of  that  feeble  refiftance  we  found  •, 
for  they  gave  way  on  every  fide  as  our 
people  advanced.  The  Marquis  de 
Gonfales  commander  of  a  man  of  war, 
&c.  fecond  in  command  in  the  fort,  fell 
bravely  endeavouring  to  animate  and 
rally  his  people.  Don  Lewis  de  Velaf- 
quez  alio  Captain  of  the  Reina  man  of 
war,  foon  after  fhared  the  fame  fate  en¬ 
deavouring  to  defend  the  colours  of  rhe 
fort,  round  which  he  had  made  a  bread 
work,  and  had  colledled  about  ioo  men, 
who  foon  fled  and  left  him  to  that  ftroke 
he  feemed  to  invite  and  wifh  for* ;  for  be¬ 
ing  dot  through  the  bread  he  fell,  offer¬ 
ing  his  fword  to  the  conquerors.  Con* 
fufion  and  fright  enfued,  and  as  ■  much 
daughter;  for  near  400  of  the  enemy 
fell  by  the  fword  ;  as  many  more  taken 

prifoners 
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prifoners  to  whom  the  foldiers  had  gener- 
oufly  given  quarter,  though  no  ways 
obliged  by  the  rules  of  war. — This  half 
hour  determined  the  fall  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  fortification,  with  only  the  lofs  of 
io  or  n  men  on  our  fide, — Englifh  co¬ 
lours  were  foon  flying  on  the  fort,  that 
were  welcomed  by  the  loud  huzzas  of  all 
the  rejoiced  army  and  navy. — A  parley 
enfued,  and  Don  Lewis  de  Valafquez 
(not  yet  dead)  was  at  his  own  requeft 
fent  to  breath  out  his  laft  at  the  Havana , 
when  he  expired  a  day  after,  leaving  a 
name  behind,  and  a  character  that  juftly 

merited  admiration  and  efteem  from  his 
oppofltes  as  refped  and  love  from  his 

confederates. 


July  31ft. 

The  Spaniards  now  aimed  all  their  fire  at 
the  Morro ,  to  prevent  our  making  ufe  of 
it  as  a  battery  againft  the  Puntal  or  T own . 
In  this  they  fucceeded,  having  very  foon 

•  thrown 
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thrown  down  the  baftions  that  faced  the 
harbour. — In  this  fort  was  found  93 
pieces  of  cannon  almofi:  all  brafs,  and 
moft  of  them  damaged. — The  fort  was 
a  heap  of  ruins,  and  lcarce  any  moving 
from  the  number  of  cannon  and  carri¬ 
ages. 

Aug.  1  ft. 

We  were  now  preparing  our  batteries 
on  the  Gahanna's  hills,  where  about  40 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon  were  to  be  placed 
with  12  mortars,  6  hoetzers,  and  other 
fmall  cohorns  &c.  as  the  moll:  effe6tual 
method  to  put  an  end  at  once  to  the 
ftruggles  of  the  city:  but  for  this  we  were 
in  great  want  of  plank  for  plat-forms  $ 
more  guns  from  the  fhips ;  ammunition 
and  ftores  of  every  kind,  and  alfo  for 
more  men  from  the  men  of  war  to  fight 

fome  of  thefe  batteries,  all  whieh  was  as 
chearfuliy  and  as  fpeedily  fuppliea  us  from 

the  navy,  although  thole  gentlemen  were 
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in  full  as  bad  a  fituation  as  ourfelves,  and 
their  people  quite  reduced  with  our 
heavy  work  •,  yet  this  did  not  difmay 
them,  or  fiacken  their  affiftance  to  usi 
And  here  I  muft  acknowledge,  that 
never  did  appear  fo  much  harmony  be¬ 
tween  the  two  corps  ;  the  Admiral  mak¬ 
ing  it  a  point  to  facilitate  every  under¬ 
taking,  and  fupply  every  want,  and  was 
moft  fuccefsfully  feconded  by  that  brave 
and  very  adtive  officer  Commodore 
Keppel,  for  whofe  and  vigilance  the  be- 
fieging  army  muft  own  themfelves  much 
indebted. — We  were  to  day  entertained 
by  the  blazing  of  all  the  villages  and 
and  out-houfes  on  the  other  fide  that 
could  ftielter  the  enemy’s  parties:  this 
was  executed  by  Brigadier  Burton  and 
Brigadier  Howe,  who  again  took  pofief- 
fion  of  Jefus  del  Monte ,  in  fight  of  a  nu¬ 
merous  party  of  the  enemy’s  horfe  and 
foot-militia.  A  large  merchant  ffiip  was 
blown  up  by  light’ning  in  the  harbour. 

F  Aug , 
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Aug.  2d. 

This  morning  part  of  the  fecond  di- 
vifion  of  the  troops  from  New-York  ar¬ 
rived  ;  but  they  had  fallen  in  with  three 
French  men  of  war  and  fome  frigates  in 
their  pafiage,  who  took  live  or  fix  tranF 
ports  with  about  500  men:  agreatlofsat 
this  time  ;  but  would  nave  been  much 
greater  had  the  French  adted  with  vigour 
and  judgment. 

dug.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10th. 

All  thefe  days  we  were  employed  in 
finifhing  the  batteries  on  the  Cavannes  hill ; 
carrying  cannon  and  ftores  to  them ;  and 
as  plank  was  wanted,  the  Admiral  diredt- 
ed  one  ot  the  prize  frigates  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  riped  up,  which  fupply’d  us  with 
platforms.  Fler  very  beams  being  fawed 
up. — Water  was  kept  ^onftantly  palling 
from  the  other  fide  in  veffels  to  us  at  the 
expence  of  the  lives  of  many  poor  feamen, 

who 
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who  were  obliged  to  be  day  and  night 
filling  for  the  navy  as  well  as  for  us.  Some 
men  of  war  were  fent  down  with  many 
tranfports  to  Mareille,  who  for  want  of  men 
were  not  able  to  be  longer  ventured  on 
this  mod:  open  and  frightful  coaft,  and 
where  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as  Weft- 
Indians,  expreffed  their  furprize  and 
dread  at  feeing  fuch  a  fleet  ride  fo  long 

in  fuch  a  feafon. - 1  will  not  mention 

any  more  the  melancholy  flotation  we 
were  in,  but  veil  over  fo  ferious  and  fo 
fhocking  a  fcene,  by  the  glorious  dole 
of  this  very  long,  very  fatiguing,  and 

very  deftru£tive  fiege. - The  10th,  as 

our  batteries  were  all  compleat,  Lord 
Albemarle  fummoned  the  city  to  furren- 
der,  but  the  Governor  refufed. 

✓ 

Auguft  nth. 

At  day-break  the  enemy  was  faluted 
from  the  Cavannts  hill,  which  confided 

F  2  of 
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of  43  pieces  of  cannon,  12  mortars, 
He,  Three  of  thefe  batteries  were  fought 
by  feamen,  who  foon  fiienced  the  Puntal, 
and  made  a  pradticable  breach  in  it. 
About  noon  the  enemy  was  near  fiienc¬ 
ed  on  every  battery  *,  aud  about  three 
in  the  afternoon,  flags  of  truce  were 
thrown  out  from  all  quarters  of  the  town ; 
a  parley  beat,  and  firing  ceaied.  The 
Gov.  then  fent  the  Town-major  and  other 
officers  to  our  head  quarters,  with  pro- 
pofals  for  24  hours  cefiation  of  arms,  in 
order  to  fix  upon  articles  of  capitulation. 
This  was  agreed  to  by  the  Admiral  and 
General ;  and  after  feme  meflfages  pro 

con , 

Augufi  12,  135  x4’  an&  I5t^* 

The  morning  of  the  13th  produced 
thofe  articles  of  capitulation  which  gave 
us  pcfleflion  of  the  town  and  port  of  the 

Havana ,  with  180  miles  eaflward  of  the 

to- 
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town  *,  and  all  that  tra£l  of  Land  to  the 
weftward  which  terminates  the  ifland  of 
Cuba  on  that  fide.  Nine  (hips  of  the 
line,  of  74  and  64  guns,  and  two  very 
large  ones  on  the  flocks,  near  compleat ; 
about  25  loaded  merchant-fliips  ;  near 
three  millions  of  dollars  belonging  to  the 
King  and  Royal  Company  ,  about  600 
pieces  of  cannon  in  the  town  and  forts, 
great  magazines  of  ftores  and  merchan¬ 
dizes  of  all  kinds.  But  the  moft  grate¬ 
ful  at  this  time  was,  that  it  furnilhed  us 
with  frejb  proviftons ,  reft,  and  J belter ,  for 
the  many  tbouftands  poor  fick  wretches  we 
had  in  in  our  camp  and  hofpital-fhips, 
all  mouldering  away  for  want  of  nourilh- 

ment  when  their  diforders  had  left  them. 
Our  battalion  is  fo  weak  that  we  have  not 

above  150  men  fit  for  duty. - 1  am  told 

the  navy  is  as  badly  off. - Our  lofs  of 

killed  and  wounded  is  very  trifling,  *  ]a 
companion  of  that  of  the  enemy.  Theirs 

amounts 
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amounts  to  upwards  of  6000  killed  and 
dead  of  their  wounds  fince,  and  of  fick- 

nefs.- - Our  men  of  war  are  now  going 

into  the  harbour,  notwithftanding  the 
enemy’s  three  fhips  funk  (and  one  of  the 
company’s  fhips  overfet)  at  the  entrance. 
Englifh  colours  are  flying  on  board  all 
the  Spanifh  fhips,  which  is  as  pleaftng  and 
reviving  a  profpedt  to  us,  as  I  hope  it 
will  prove  a  glorious  and  beneficial  ac- 
quifition  to  England. 


\ 


/ 
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References  to  tie  Plan. 

1  Where  hisMajefty’s  troops  firft  landed, 

June  7,  1762, 

2  The  march  of  the  army  immediately 

after  landing,  * 

3  His  Majefty’s  ftiip  Dragon  again  If  Co- 

jimar, 

4  Where  the  army  firft  encamped, 

5  here  the  cannons  and  ftores  were 
landed, 

6  The  batteries  againft  the  Morro, 

7  The  Dragon,  Cambridge,  and  Marl- 

brough,  againft  the  Morro, 

8  The  bombs  againft  the  Puntal, 

9  His  Majefty’s  Chip  Bellitle  againft 

Chorera  Fort, 

10  The  batteries  on  the  vveft-fide  againft 

the  Puntal, 

11  The  batteries  on  the  Cavannes  hill, 

1 2  The  hoetzers  againft  the  Shipping,  ’ 

1  3  Three  bpanifh  men  of  war  funk, 

1  4  One  Company’s  Ihip  overfet, 
t. 5  -Hie  chain  and  bomb, 

1  6  The 
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i  6  The  Spanifh  Admiral  and  fleet, 
l  y  Two  (hips  on  the  flocks, 

1 8  Sir  George  Pocock  with  the  rn^n  of 

war  and  tranfports, 

1 9  Commodore  Keppel  with  the  men  of 

war  and  tranfports, 

20  Catnp  at  the  water-mills.* 

21  Fortified  houfes, 

22  Headquarters. 
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